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Swarming Time 
Again
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get old!

I do not think that 
anyone regardless 
how long one has 
kept bees does not 
get excited when a 
swarm leaves a hive.



ÅSwarming has a number of causes.

ÅNearly all the causes of swarming are within the 
control of the beekeeper!

ÅSwarming will vary a great deal in the same 
locality from year to year.

The question is why do hives swarm?



It is natural for honey bees to reproduce by 
swarming ðit is an inherent instinct in the bees 
themselves.

Scientist have explained the actions of animals 
with the following explanation:

Actions are a result of stimuli -response rather than 
conscientious thought.  This can be seen and 
understood by examining a number of examples.

If we can understand the stimuli that cause honey 
bees to swarm, we can to a certain extent control 
the stimuli not the bees.



But experienced beekeepers know that once 
the bees develop swarm queen cells, it is 
pretty hard to put a stop to the bees impulse 
to swarm.

Bee books will give various 
causes for swarming!



ÅFor many beekeepers the first sign of 
swarming is to  find a number of new 
queen cell cups being built by the bees in 
the hive and if found early, they will have 
either eggs or small larvae in them. But the 
bees start preparing to swarm before they 
start queen cells.

ÅTwo questions may be of interest to you:     
1)   Why are they building swarm cells?       
2)   What can you do to control the 
swarming impulse and try to stop the bees 
from swarming? 

ÅFirst, lets take a look at the causes:

Swarming Time



ÅCauses/stimuli

ÅA congested brood nest

ÅQueens need cells in which to deposit eggs.   A 
strong developing hive with a good queen will 
require about 1500 or more open cells for that 
queen to lay eggs in each day.    

When a hive builds queen swarm cells it is a 
result of a stimulus and a number of things begin 
to happen well before the bees start building 
queen cells.  



ÅWe know that young bees carry out various task in a hive of bees. 

ÅWhat happens if the young bees just emerging having the task to 
clean and prepare cells for the queen to lay eggs and find fewer 
and fewer cells to clean?

ÅAnd older bees who have the job of building worker cells find no 
place to build those cells ɬwhat happens?

ÅThe stimuli of having little work produces a reaction by the bees 
in the hive.    The first sign of a reaction such as this : The 
production of drone cells rather than worker cells .  A beekeeper 
will see that drone cells in the hive are being cleaned and 
prepared for eggs the queen will lay in them.

Congested Brood nest



Signs of a congested brood nest


