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ÅThe queen is the foundation of  every colony.   Beekeepers have the 

responsibility to give her all the protection from injury that is possible to 

give.   

ÅWhen a queen bee is removed from the hive by a man, that is an unnatural 

situation.  Normally a queen honeybee leaves a hive during the time she 

mates and when the hive swarms.   They are fragile and can be harmed in 

many ways.
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ÅBy the mid 1800õs many changed occurred in the keeping of bees.  It was 
learned that queen honey bees could be raised under certain conditions.  

Study and observation proved beyond a doubt that the queen was the egg 

layer in the hive, thus she was a female.  And from that observation, it was 

also learned that queens produce fertile and unfertile eggs.  

ÅQueens are raised from fertilized eggs (the same egg can produce a worker 

bee or a queen bee).  The only difference is how the young larvae is fed by 

the bees.   



A hive of  bees require a mated queen

ÅI have joked that I can sell bees that donõt sting.  Problem is some people 
would pay a lot of money for bees that donõt sting.

ÅAnd it is possible to sell bees that do not sting and can not sting.   They are 

called òdronesó.

ÅBut the reason we have worker bees in a hive is because every queen must be 

mated to lay fertile eggs.    A queen may mate with a number of  drones and 

the genetic traits of  the worker bee depend upon both a  mother and father.



Selection of  Genetic Stock

ÅHoney bees have been so genetically interbred in the U.S. that a beekeeper is 
usually faced with a daunting array of  choices.  Pure races of  honey bees 
have been replaced with hybrid variations of  the races.   No longer is a 
Carniolan a black bee or maybe it never was according to the research of  
European experts such as Friedrich Ruttner.   

ÅThe term òsurvivor queenó is nothing more than hype.  Every queen you 
buy today is from a òsurvivor queen.ó  Think about it ðdead bees produce 
no queens.   Some beekeepers are willing to pay a lot more for a òsurvivor 
queenó than another queen without that label.


